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PURBECK POETRY

...and on to The Stage

Ged Duncan has been attending

a workshop in Swanage on
Performance Poetry, run by Steve
Tasane as part of the “Off The Page”
project

“People need to get what a performance poem is saying
and enjoy the way it's said.”

This is the repeated refrain of Steve Tasane - who, as you
see, has trained me to alliterate and write in couplets
already. Steve is a poet hailing from Hastings who has
held residencies and appeared at gigs from Glastonbury
to Edinburgh and is now helping Purbeck poets create
and perform their work to a standard suitable for live
audiences.

Personally, | think everyone enjoys poetry in some
form. It may be Goethe’s grandiosity or simply a line of
lyric from Dylan or Dizzee Rascal, but poetry has been
with us since we began telling stories around the fire
and discovered that rhythm and rhyme aids memory
and enhances the delivery of our tales. This is one of

the aspects of performance poetry that attracts me - it
reconnects with the heart of verse and storytelling at its
rawest.

On the evening of the first workshop, | walk through a
small alleyway beside a newsagent in Swanage to find
Purbeck Arts Club, the workshop's hub, tucked away in
Commercial Road. | climb the narrow stairs to a large
room which appears to be the love-child of a village
hall and a revue bar, boasting a small stage, whirring
overhead fans and a smart kitchen. Steve awaits, slim
and boyish in T-shirt and jeans.

“Good poetry startles us into
moments of awareness”

One of the first things Steve teaches us is how to receive
applause; not as easy as you might think. We stand and
introduce ourselves and the group duly applauds —

and we are not permitted to sit until the applause has
finished. This, says Steve, is less about feeding our egos
and more about allowing the audience to engage with
the performer, communicating their own enjoyment and
participation. | think he's right; at performance poetry
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